
 

Rio Terrace Church 
Order of Worship 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
June 7, 2026 

 

Rio Terrace Church is an inclusive, community-oriented church in the Moravian 
tradition. Our mission is to be “a community of spiritual journeyers who are 
experiencing, growing in, and living the love of God as shown in Jesus Christ.” 
  
We humbly gather on Treaty 6 territory, traditional lands of diverse Indigenous 
peoples including Cree, Dene, Nakota Sioux, and Metis. We honour their enduring 
connection to this land and commit to respecting and learning from their histories 
and cultures. 
  
Theme: Moving with God 
  
Prelude 
  
Welcome & Announcements 
  
Gathering 
*Hymn of Gathering: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You 
Joyful, joyful, we adore you, God of glory, life and love; 
hearts unfold like flowers before you, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of pain and sadness, drive the doubt of gloom away; 
giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
  
All your works with joy surround you, earth and heav’n reflect your rays, 
stars and angels sing around you, centre of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, sound their praise eternally. 
  
You are giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 
wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 



Source of grace and fount of blessing, let your light upon us shine; 
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 
  
Mortals, join the mighty chorus; which the morning stars began, 
God’s own love is ever with us, joining people hand in hand; 
ever singing, moving onward, loving in the midst of strife, 
joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 
 Words by  Henry van Dyke 1907, alt.In public domain 
*Call to Worship 
In You, my God, we take refuge; 
Shine on us with the light of Your Love. 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts; 
Help us make God’s deeds known among all people. 
Sing to God, sing praises to God; 
And help us to speak of all God’s marvellous works. 
Be our strong Rock keeping us safe; 
Leading us and guiding us each day.  
  
Centering 
Poem: Mysteries, Yes (by Mary Oliver) 
Truly, we live with mysteries too marvelous to be understood. 
  
How grass can be nourishing in the mouths of the lambs. 
How rivers and stones are forever in allegiance with gravity while we ourselves 
dream of rising. 
How two hands touch and the bonds will never be broken. 
How people come, from delight or the scars of damage, to the comfort of a poem. 
  
Let me keep my distance, always, from those who think they have the answers. 
  
Let me keep company always with those who say “Look!” and laugh in 
astonishment, 
and bow their heads. 
  
Musical Meditation 



  
Listening 
Scripture readings 
First Reading: Genesis 12:1-9 
  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
  
Message: Rev. Rob Key 
  
Responding 
*Hymn of Response: To Abraham and Sarah 
To Abraham and Sarah the call of God was clear: 
“Go forth and I will show you a country rich and fair. 
You need not fear the journey for I have pledged my word: 
“that you shall be my people and I will be your God.” 
  
From Abraham and Sarah arose a pilgrim race, 
dependent for their journey on God’s abundant grace; 
and in their heart was written by God this saving word: 
“That you shall be my people and I will be your God.” 
  
We of this generation on whom God’s hand is laid, 
can journey to the future secure and unafraid, 
rejoicing in God’s goodness and trusting in this word: 
“That you shall be my people and I will be your God.” 
  
Words by Judy Fetter, 1984.Copyright by Judy Fetter.  All rights reserved. 

reproduced and live-streamed with permission under license #A-712375.  Onelicense.net. 
  
  
Sharing Together – Blessings, Concerns, Spirit Sightings 
  
Praying Together 
  
Sending 



 

*Sending Forth Hymn: Faithful God, You Have Been Our Guide  
Faithful God, you have been our guide, 
year by year walking by our side, 
blessing challenge and healing strife, 
leading us on the way of life. 
  
Refrain: Faithful God of the living covenant, lead us onward in this new day. 
             Faithful God of the living covenant, lead us onward in this new day. 
  
You have called us to be a light, sign of justice and truth and right. 
You have made us a rainbow sign, colours showing your peace design. (Refrain) 
  
God, whatever the future holds, keep us faithful as life unfolds. 
Write your covenant on our hearts; send the gifts that your love imparts. 
(Refrain) 
  
Words by Ruth C. Duck, 1995; copyright 1996 The Pilgrim Press.  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted and live-streamed with permission under license #A-712375. OneLicense.net. 
  
 *Benediction 
  
Postlude 
  
*Please stand as able 

  
 

 


