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Rio Terrace Church 
Order of Worship 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 21, 2026 

 
Rio Terrace Church is an inclusive, community-oriented church in the Moravian tradition. Our 
mission is to be “a community of spiritual journeyers who are experiencing, growing in, and living 
the love of God as shown in Jesus Christ.” 
 
We humbly gather on Treaty 6 territory, traditional lands of diverse Indigenous peoples including 
Cree, Dene, Nakota Sioux, and Metis. We honour their enduring connection to this land and commit 
to respecting and learning from their histories and cultures.  
 
Theme: God of Creation 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 

Gathering 
*Call to Worship (adapted portions of Psalm 19) 
The heavens are telling the glory of God, 
And the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 
Day to day pours forth speech, 
And night to night declares knowledge. 
The Law of God is perfect, 
Reviving the soul. 
The decrees of God are sure, 
Making wise the simple. 
The precepts of God are right, 
Rejoicing the heart. 
The commandment of God is clear, 
Enlightening the eyes. 
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
Sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 
*Hymn of Gathering: All Things Bright and Beautiful 
 
Refrain: All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
             All things wise and wonderful, in love, God made them all. 
 
1. Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings, 
      God made their glowing colours, God made their tiny wings. 
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2.  The purple-headed mountains, the river running by, 
     the sunset and the morning that brightens up the sky. 
 
3.  The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 
      the ripe fruits in the garden: God made them every one. 
 
4.  The rocky mountain splendour, the lone wolf’s haunting call, 
      the great lakes and the prairies, the forest in the fall. 
 
5.  God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell, 
      how great is God, our maker, who has made all things well. 

 
Centering 

Poem: The Wonder of Creation (by Justin Farley) 
 
I'm not ashamed to admit 
that I'm in love with creation— 
not for its own sake 
but for what it tells me about you. 
 
The mountains may move me, 
my spirit may rest in the river's bed, 
and the birds of the air may fill me with wonder 
but all because their beauty 
points beyond themselves 
and leaves me gazing at the Master's hand, 
awed by his artistry, 
lulled by his love. 
 
Nature is a sweet song, 
a familiar melody on the tip of your tongue 
whose origins you can't quite recall 
until you join in the chorus 
and with a bittersweet longing remember, 
feeling the Spirit gather around you. 
Your soul recognizes the mother 
who birthed its existence... 
the source of all love... 
the source of all beauty... 
 
We are all drawn to the wonder of creation 
because it offers us a glimpse, 
a taste of what's to come. 
You feel eternal power in the forest. 
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You find something supernatural  
looking in the clear, cool stream. 
 
So I'm not ashamed to admit 
I'm in love with creation 
because it's your work, 
close to your heart, 
and you love it 
like any artist loves their work. 
 
But most of all I love it 
because I find you there, 
because my heart hears you the loudest 
among the pines and oaks of the forest, 
swimming with the minnows of the creeks, 
dancing with the fireflies in the summer skies, 
and scurrying with the squirrels 
up trees and jumping from limb to limb. 
 
Musical Meditation 
 

Listening 
Scripture readings 
First Reading: Genesis 21:8-21 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:24-39 
 
Message: Rev. Rob Key 
 

Responding 
*Hymn of Response: God, You Spin the Whirling Planets 
 
1.  God, you spin the whirling planets, fill the seas and spread the plain, 
     mold the mountains, fashion blossoms, call forth sunshine, wind and rain. 
     We, created in your image, would a true reflection be 
     of your justice, grace, and mercy and the truth that makes us free. 
 
2.  You have called us to be faithful in our life and ministry. 
     We respond in grateful worship joined in one community. 
     When we blur your gracious image, focus us and make us whole. 
     Healed and strengthened as your people, we move onward toward your goal. 
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3.  God, your word is still creating, calling us to life made new. 
     Now reveal to us fresh vistas where there’s work to dare and do. 
     Keep us clear of all distortion. Polish us with loving care. 
     Thus new creatures in your image, we’ll proclaim Christ everywhere. 
 

Words copyright 1980 Jane Parker Huber.  All rights reserved. 
Reproduced and live-streamed under License #A-712375 OneLicense.net. 

 
Sharing Together – Blessings, Concerns, Spirit Sightings 
 
Praying Together 
 
 

Sending 
*Sending Forth Hymn: I, the God of Sea and Sky  
 
1. I, the God of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
     All who dwell in darkest night, my hand will save. 
     I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
     Who will bear my light to them?  Whom shall I send? 
 
Refrain: Here I am, God.  Is it I, God?  I have heard you calling in the night. 
             I will go, God, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
2. I, the God of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain, 
     I have wept for love of them, they turn away. 
     I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
     I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send?  (Refrain) 
 
3. I, the God of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, 
     I will set a feast for them, my hand will save. 
     Finest bread, I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
     I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send?  (Refrain) 
     

Words copyright 1981 Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music.  All rights reserved. 
Reproduced and live-streamed under License #A-712375 OneLicense.net. 

 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 
*Please stand as able 


