Rio Terrace Church
Order of Worship
Jan Hus Festival
July 5, 2026

Rio Terrace Church is an inclusive, community-oriented church in the Moravian tradition. Our
mission is to be “a community of spiritual journeyers who are experiencing, growing in, and living
the love of God as shown in Jesus Christ.”

We humbly gather on Treaty 6 territory, traditional lands of diverse Indigenous peoples including
Cree, Dene, Nakota Sioux, and Metis. We honour their enduring connection to this land and commit
to respecting and learning from their histories and cultures.

Theme: Faithful Witness

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Gathering
*Call to Worship (adapted portions of Isaiah 49:1-7)
God called me before | was born,
While | was in my mother’s womb God named me.
God made my mouth like a sharp sword,
In the shadow of God’s hand God hid me.
God made me a polished arrow,
In God’s quiver God hid me away.
God will give you as a light to the nations,
That salvation may reach to the end of the earth.

*Hymn of Gathering: Called by Christ to Love Each Other

1. Called by Christ to love each other, called by Christ to seek the lost,
may we each, as sister, brother, follow Christ, not counting cost.
One in daring, one in sharing, follow Christ, not counting cost.

2. Called by Christ to be a witness, called by Christ for this, our day,

in Christ’s strength we have our fitness, work to do and words to say.
On Christ leaning, find life’s meaning, work to do and words to say.
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3. Called by Christ to be earth’s leaven, called by Christ to shed God’s light,
may we bring a view of heaven to this world’s despairing plight.
Christ revealing, wondrous healing to this world’s despairing plight.

4. Called by Christ as friends and learners, called by Christ for peace on earth,
in this world as Christ’s sojourners we receive new power, new birth.
As we’re praising (how amazing!) We receive new power, new birth.

Words © 1980 Jane Parker Huber. All rights reserved.
Reproduced and live-streamed with permission. License #A-712375. OnelLicense.net.

Centering
Poems:
The Life of Jan Hus was one of faithful witness. The poems chosen for today speak to this call for
us all.

A Witness For Christ (by Margaret Cagle)
Can we find time, O Christian,

In the busy lives we lead,

To be a witness for our Savior

And sow those precious seed?

Our walk and talk will daily show
The One who lives within,

A light to those who walk in dark
And struggle in their sin.

Being Faithful (by Deborah Ann Belka)
Life isn't about our dreams,

ambitions or desires.. ..

But living for the Savior,

no matter what transpires.

To stand for Him in truth,
without doubt or hesitance.
To let our light so shine,

by His Spirit we'll be led.

Through the storms of this life,
we hold to His sweet grace.
We share the Gospel truth,
until we see His face.
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Musical Meditation

Listening
Scripture readings

First Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24
Gospel Reading: Mark 8:34-38

Message: Rev. Rob Key

Responding
*Hymn of Response: For the Faithful Who Have Answered

1. For the faithful who have answered
when they heard your call to serve,
for the many ways you led them
testing will and stretching nerve,
for their work and for their witness
as they strove against the odds,
for their courage and obedience
we give thanks and praise, O God.

2. Many eyes have glimpsed the promise,
many hearts have yearned to see.
Many ears have heard you calling
us to greater liberty.

Some have fallen in the struggle,
others still are fighting on.

You are not ashamed to own us.
We give thanks and praise, O God.

3. For this cloud of faithful witness,
for the common life we share,
for the work of peace and justice,
for the gospel that we bear,
for the vision that our homeland
is your love - deep, high, and broad -
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for the different roads we travel
we give thanks and praise, O God.

Words: Sylvia Dunstan 1986. Words copyright © 1991.
GIA Publications Inc. Chicago, IL. Allrights reserved.
Reproduced and live-streamed with permission under Onelicense.net, License #A-712375.

Holy Communion

Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Creator, God our Redeemer, and God our Comforter, be
with you all.

Amen. Thanks be to God.

Holy God, Lover of creation, we give you thanks and praise for in the ocean of your steadfast love
you bear us and place the song of your Spirit in our hearts. When we turn from your love and defile
the earth, you do not abandon us. Your Spirit speaks through Huldah and Micah, through
prophets, sages, and saints in every age, to confront our sin and reveal the vision of your new
creation.

Gracious God, in the fullness of time you sent Jesus the Christ to share our fragile humanity.
Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection you open the path from brokenness to health, from
fear to trust, from pride and conceit to reverence for you.

Rejected by a world that could not bear the Gospel of life, Jesus knew death was near. His head
anointed for burial by an unknown woman, Jesus gathered together those who loved him.

On the night Jesus was betrayed, he took bread and when he had given thanks, he broke it, gave it
to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.

(Bread distributed)

Jesus said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.

(Bread consumed all together)

By your divine presence,

By the holy sacraments,
By the merits of your life, sufferings, death, and resurrection,

Bless and comfort us, gracious and loving God. Amen.
In the same way, after supper Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sin. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.
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(Cup distributed)
Jesus said: Drink from this, all of you. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.
(Cup consumed)

Christ, the Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Grant to us your peace.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim that Love wins!
AMEN.

Sharing Together - Blessings, Concerns, Spirit Sightings
Praying Together

Sending
*Sending Forth Hymn: Sent Forth By God’s Blessing

1. Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended, O now be extended
the fruit of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ’s teaching, receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
God’s grace did invite us, God’s love shall unite
us to work for the kin-dom and answer its call.

2. With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living,
the tasks of our everyday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,
embracing God’s children of each tribe and race.
With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living, with praise and thanksgiving
give honour to Christ and the name that we bear.

Words: Omer Westendorf, 1964, alt. Words © 1964 World Library Publication. All rights reserved.
Reproduced and live-streamed with permission under OnelLicense.net, License #A-712375.
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*Benediction

Postlude

*Please stand as able
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