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Messengers of God — through radical hospitality!

Radical God, help us to embrace everyone we encounter with love. And assist us
we pray — that the words of my mouth and the mediations of all our hearts are
pleasing to You — our Healer, our Liberator, our Redeemer. AMEN.

For those of us who have lived long enough so that the first digit of our age is more
than 1 —what I’'m about to say is at best mildly humorous moving towards a massive
understatement.

Life is full of the unexpected . . . . unexpected moments where we are pleasantly
surprised . . . . unexpected actions where we are left stunned . . . . unexpected
results that leave us searching for answers.

People much wiser than me have stated over and over that it is how we react to
these unexpected times that is within our control. We rarely really control the
power of creation —the rain, the sun, the wind — even though humans try to harness
all of them. And rarely can we really control the actions, words, thoughts, or desires
of others.

In reality, it is a full-time job and more — for us to have control over our own actions,
words, thoughts, or desires. Perhaps this is why scripture tells us that the fruit of
the Spirit includes self-control — for it is only with God’s help that we can actually
put others first.

The amazing thing to me is that most of the fruits of the Spirit — most of the
attributes we should value . . . . most of the behaviours that we should exhibit are
communal in nature. We are actually moving towards who we are created to be the
more we exhibit . . .. the more we live out .. . .. love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
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All of these behaviours are ways we should live — should act — towards ourselves
and others. And all take a lifetime or more to master.

And as | thought about today’s passage from Genesis . . . . | thought one way that
we are able to practice and experience most if not all of these behaviours — to
exhibit all of these fruits is in the practice of hospitality.

And that is why scripture speaks about the ‘gift of hospitality’ — for hospitality . . . .
true hospitality is much more than opening a door . . . . much more than being
welcoming . ... much more than inviting someone in.

When Abraham sees three strangers — he does not wait for them to come to him.
Listen to how the initial contact is described again:

“ ... Abraham sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He
looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he
ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the
ground.” (Genesis 18:1-2)

This is an astounding picture. In ancient culture — it was not dignified for an adult
to run anywhere. No self-respecting head of a household would have done what
Abraham did — for running was a cultural taboo.

It would have been a servant who met the visitors. It typically would have been a
servant who got the visitors ready for any meeting with the ‘master of the
household’.

Yet, Abraham doesn’t follow protocol. Abraham runs out to greet them — he seems
to be practicing hospitality in the extreme. He invites them back . . . . almost pleas
with them to pause their journey.

Once back at the tent. Abraham makes them feel welcome, feel important — feel as
if he has been waiting for them all day. We are told that Abraham says these words:

“ ...ifl find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water
be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me
bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may
pass on.” (Genesis 18:3-5)

Page 2 of 6



The offer of comfort — the offer of rest — the offer of refreshment seem like offers
that any good neighbour would give.

Yet, water was a very value commodity — so to offer it to wash feet was an act of
generosity.

Providing the shady spot under the tree in a ‘desert climate’ was offering the prime
spot typically reserved for the ‘master’ — so it was an act of respect.

And by offering food to the visitors, Abraham was declaring that they were as
welcome as if they were family — as table fellowship of any kind showed that the
people were important enough to ‘break bread together’.

All this was going above and beyond what was required. Yet, for me what makes
this story one of radical hospitality is the food that Abraham declares should be
provided. Abraham tells Sarah and a servant:

“Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make
cakes.” [Then], Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good,
and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds
and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and
he stood by them under the tree while they ate.” (Genesis 18:6-8)

This food wasn’t like taking a few cookies from the cupboard. It was the best food
available. The bread made from the best flour. And fresh meat — a calf that needed
to be slaughtered and then prepared. And when it was all prepared — he served the
visitors and doesn’t appear to eat with them.

What amazes me about this show of hospitality is that it would have taken up most
of the day. It wasn’t like the visitors were simply provided with food already
prepared and ready to be served. No — it was a meal that would have taken hours
to get ready.

And maybe that is the point — true hospitality comes at a cost. It cost Abraham some

of his resources — water, food, and shade. But perhaps more importantly it cost
Abraham time — he needed to be willing to invest time in these visitors.
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Now some might argue that Abraham knew the visitors were from God — but |
would argue that Abraham only understood that truth after hospitality was offered.

And why is this important? Because hospitality — radical hospitality is one way God
is experienced by us all.

For, | believe God speaks to us regularly through the people we interact with every
day and that God speaks to others through us in the same way every day.
Sometimes it is a smile given and received, a word of kindness spoken, a gentle act
of concern. However, we communicate — we have the opportunity to speak on
behalf of God into the lives of others.

This means that all of us are called to be messengers of God — for all of us are called
to show hospitality to others. Some of us have truly been given the gift. . .. some
of us have to work a bit harder . .. . but the call remains.

In today’s gospel, we have a statement by Jesus that has been used to fuel the fires
of evangelism — sometimes in ways that please God and sometimes in ways that
sadden God.

You see, Jesus always acted based on love. . . . . based on wanting to help others on
their journeys to be connected as fully as possible with God. Sometimes that meant
teaching to show the way. Sometimes that meant healing to remove barriers
blocking the way. Always it meant connecting with people in personal ways — by
inviting them into his personal space.. ... which is the essence of radical hospitality.

When Jesus told his disciples:
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord

of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38)

What | believe Jesus was declaring is that there are so few people who are willing
to commit to practicing ‘radical hospitality’ — to being God’s messengers of love and
hope.

And while most of us might be offended by being called sheep — the image of a
shepherd is important in this way.
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A shepherd is one who puts the sheep first. A shepherd is one who puts themselves
in-between the sheep and any danger. A shepherd is one who not only protects but
does everything possible to ensure the sheep thrive.

When Jesus sends out the Twelve — his closest friends and those who have been
apprenticing with him the longest — to cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the
leapers, and cast out demons. ... Jesus was sending them out to offer God'’s ‘radical
hospitality’.

You see — the sick, the dead, the leapers, and those with demons . . .. were all in
some ways outcasts; all separated from the community.

The act of ‘radical hospitality’ declares that all are welcome; all are part of the
family; all have dignity and value.

The act of ‘radical hospitality’ requires that we get our hands dirty . . . . that we
interact and serve . . . . that we live truly believing that we are all children of God.
And if you think that you are not qualified . . . . not good enough . . .. to be one of

God’s messengers of ‘radical hospitality’ — well, I've got news for you.

The passage from Matthew specifically states that among those sent out by Jesus
were ‘Matthew — the tax collector’ and ‘Judas — the one who betrayed Jesus’.
Basically, declaring that no one is excluded from taking up the call.

And by telling the Twelve to:

o

. Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the
Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”
(Matthew 10:5-6)

Jesus was telling them to go to what was familiar; go to their local community. And
Jesus is telling us — that the call to ‘radical hospitality’ begins at home and might

stay local.

Radical hospitality —it’s in us to give and even receive — if we are open to trusting
the author of radical hospitality to show us the way.
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May we be people who practice radical hospitality — even imperfectly — so that God
is experienced by all including ourselves as we open ourselves to the world.

May it be so. AMEN.
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