June 21, 2026
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Copyright — Rev. Rob Key

God first puts creation first!

Creator God, help us to share Your abundance with all whom we encounter. And
assist us we pray —that the words of my mouth and the mediations of all our hearts
are pleasing to You — our Healer, our Liberator, our Redeemer. AMEN.

We live in a world where people — including us — are constantly using labels and
categories so that we can be more easily identify our surroundings in order to figure
out if we fitin. It is a kind of cultural shorthand to determine “us” and “them” . ...
to determine if we are in a safe place or a place that might shake us out of our
comfort zones.

And whether we like it or not —almost everyone carries with them at least one label
that is used to identify who they are or who they associate with or how they might
vote . ... or any other identifier that is deemed to be important by others or even
ourselves.

Sometimes the labels are based on age — like ‘baby boomers’ or ‘gen Z’. Sometimes
the labels have to do with the type of work we do — like ‘white collar’ or ‘blue collar’.
And sometimes the labels have to do with the groups we hang out with — like ‘jocks’
and ‘geeks’.

And while most of us realize that any label will tell only part of the story — most of
us still use them often labeling people we don’t know or barely know which results
in us making huge assumptions about them.

This practice often results in us not seeing the individual — which is the exact

opposite of how God operates. God always sees the individual . . . . God is always
interested in the person — not the stereotype; not the caricature.
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The practice of putting people into boxes — labelling them — allows for us to dismiss
each person story. It allows us to create narratives that always make us look better
than those we are comparing ourselves with.

And our perceptions —how we view ourselves and our world —are how we also see
what is happening in scripture. The idea that we come to the Bible completely
‘objectively’ — is a dangerous falsehood. For who we are naturally affects how we
see scripture.

So, just as it is important to try to not label those we encounter in our daily lives —
it is important that we try to not put labels on those we encounter in scripture. We
need to try to look at the individuals — so that we might find where God is at work
in their lives. For God is at work in every person’s life — sometimes we are simply to
busy trying to label someone to see God.

In today’s passage from Genesis, we are invited into a shocking scene in the life of
Abraham.

You remember Abraham. He is the one chosen by God at 75 years of age to leave
everything familiar to him to journey into a new land. By choosing to go on this
adventure — God has promised that he will become a father and that his wife will
become a mother.

It is a promise that is beyond human possibility . . . . for Sarah is 65 years old when
the promise is made. Well beyond the timeframe of becoming pregnant — so much
so that she laughed about it when it was brought up years later.

It seemed so obvious that she couldn’t conceive — that she told her husband to try
to conceive a child with Hagar —Sarah’s slave. And Hagar became pregnant and gave
birth to a son when Abraham — still named Abram at the time — was 86.

The son’s name was Ishmael and for the next 14 years he was Abraham only child.

The one that Abraham would have been preparing to take his place as the head of
the household.
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Then the miracle happened — Sarah got pregnant and gave birth to a son when she
was 90 years old. So, Abraham became a father for the second time at the age of
100!

It was really like some of today’s blended families. There was an older child and
now a newborn — half brothers. And for the first few years — things seem to be going
along without too many issues.

Then the younger child was weaned — meaning he was no longer considered a baby
but was now a child. Isaac was probably about 3 years old when the celebration
occurs.

And here is the shocking scene. Sarah sees the two brothers playing — which should
have brought joy to her heart. Here is a teenager — for Ishmael would have been 16
or 17 years old — playing with his younger brother.

But instead of joy — Sarah sees a rival. Instead of kinship — Sarah sees a threat.
Instead of celebrating — Sarah decides that the threat must be removed.

Why? Why does Sarah go to Abraham will this incredible demand? Sarah tells
Abraham:

‘Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman
shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” (Genesis 21:10)

Sarah had nothing to fear — for Abraham was wealthy and dividing the inheritance
would have still left Isaac with more than enough. So, what was going on here?

It was more than a parent simply wanting the best for their child. It was more than
a parent trying to protect their child. It was Sarah living out what seems to be so

natural in all humans.

It was ‘greed’ — it was a situation where being so focused on ‘me’. ... being so self-
centred . . .. that Sarah could not even imagine sharing or being generous.

Yet, is Sarah’s response. ... her plan to eliminate the competition. ... all that much
different than the way it still works in our world. The thought of sharing . . . . the
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thought of being generous . . .. the idea that there is enough for all —is not the way
many people live or what we are told everyday on the news.

And as shocking as Sarah’s request . . . . even more shocking to me is Abraham’s
reply. He actually sends them away . . .. seemingly to their deaths. We are told:

So, Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of
water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the
child, and sent her away. (Genesis 21:14)

A little bit of bread and some water — all that was given to them as they journeyed
in the desert? It doesn’t seem like much of a survival plan to me!

And even though God promised everything would be okay —we are told in scripture
not to put God to the test. Yet, due to Abraham’s lack of compassion, lack of loyalty,
lack of courage — he did exactly that.

Now God did indeed provide for Hagar and Ishmael — but what Abraham lost was a
relationship with his son because he refused to be witness to God’s abundance and
the need to declare that there is enough for all.

And in the gospel story today, we see Jesus making a very similar point using very
different language.

The words of Jesus in this passage are often called one of the ‘hard sayings’ of Jesus.
For they are words that should shock us. When Jesus declares:

“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not
come to bring peace, but a sword. For | have come to set a man against
his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own
household.”

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and
whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of
me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.” (Matthew 10:34-39)

Page 4 of 6



As | read and re-read these words this week — | was shocked; | was uncomfortable.
And | hope these words shock you as well. | hope these words cause you to pause.
| hope these words make you uncomfortable alongside me.

For none of us want conflict in our families. And | don’t know about you but | love
those closesttome. ... alot!

But what if . . . . Jesus is trying to get us to move beyond “me” or “us” . ... and
embrace the reality that there isn’t an us versus them . . . . there is only a “we”?

Jesus knows that people have a tendency to be very clan oriented. But God’s clan
includes everyone. By declaring that we must love God more than anything else —
Jesus is not saying we must hate everything else.

Jesus is declaring that for us to be open to the larger world . . . . for us to be able to
embrace life fully . ... we need to love God.

By loving God — God’s love flows back to us and through us. By loving God — we care
for the generations to come by caring for our world now. By loving God — we declare
boldly that we are all siblings — we are all part of the same family with God as our
leader.

And being part of the same family — means that we are all equal heirs to the bounty
of creation and called to be stewards in order to pass it on to those who come after
us.

National Indigenous Peoples Day — reminds us that we don’t own this land. It should
remind us that we are called to be generous, thoughtful, and open to sharing to
ensure that all have enough . . . . that all are treated with dignity and respect. . ..
that all are embraced as friends.

When Jesus tells us:

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to
the ground unperceived by your [Creator]. And even the hairs of your
head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than
many sparrows. (Matthew 10:29-31)
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Jesus is telling us that all of creation matters. Jesus is telling us that we matter. Jesus
is telling us — not to be afraid to live open, generous, inclusive lives.

We are called to only use one label for each person we encounter — “beloved child
of God”. If we use this label — we will see God in the lives of everyone we encounter.

And in doing so — we will break down walls and work to ensure all are treated with
dignity.

May we be people who live unafraid to live the way we are created to live — people
who work for justice, live out mercy, and have love being what motivates all we do.

May it be so. AMEN.

Page 6 of 6



