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June 7, 2026 
Second Sunday a�er Pentecost 

Copyright – Rev. Rob Key 
 

Moving with God – not as easy as it sounds! 
 

Tender God, help us to hear You speaking Love into our hearts this day. And assist 
us we pray – that the words of my mouth and the media�ons of all our hearts are 
pleasing to You – our Healer, our Liberator, our Redeemer. AMEN. 
 
 
Being told what to do seems to be part of the human condi�on. And struggling to 
do what we have been told seems just as much a part of being human. 
 
When we are young . . . . we are constantly being told what to do. Typically, by those 
who are older than we are . . . . because we are told they are wiser and have more 
experience than us . . . . so, we should simply follow their lead. 
 
Some�mes it is parents telling children things to keep them safe like “don’t touch 
the stove when it’s on because you will get burned” or “stay off the road”. At other 
�mes, parents give advice to assist their children in what direc�on their lives should 
go . . . . some�mes the advice is asked for . . . . but some�mes . . . . well, you know 
– it’s not. 
 
Some�mes it is older siblings telling their younger siblings what to do. Older siblings 
o�en believe they are wiser, smarter, and more worldly than their siblings – making 
them the obvious choice to lead. Yet, as we all know older sibling ‘sage advice’ is 
not always to be followed – like when they tell their siblings to “jump off the roof”! 
 
And some�mes it is teachers giving instruc�ons to students expec�ng the 
instruc�ons to be followed. O�en the guidance not only encourages but results in 
good learning opportuni�es. Yet, not every student learns the same way . . . . what 
works for one student might not work for another student.  
 
Whether it is a parent, older sibling, teacher or anyone else giving  advice, guidance 
or instruc�on . . . . part of true wisdom is crea�ng the space for those under our 
care to learn how to make their own decisions. For if history has taught us anything 
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– it’s that when ‘blind obedience’ is required or given bad things seem to take place 
more o�en than not. 
 
And one area in life where throughout history ‘blind obedience’ has resulted in bad 
things . . . . is religion. Unfortunately, many religions have demanded that followers 
simply trust those in authority . . . . trust those in power. With those in posi�ons of 
influence and power o�en equa�ng ‘blind obedience’ and ‘trust’ as the same which 
could not be further from the way God works. 
 
Chris�anity was never meant to be a place where people le� their brains at the 
door – never meant to be a place where ques�ons were discouraged – never meant 
to be a place where ‘blind obedience’ was declared to be true faithfulness. 
 
For God doesn’t want compliance . . . . God wants collabora�on.  
 
In today’s passage from Genesis, God gives Abram a choice. And Abram is free to 
choose. God says to Abram: 
 

“Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you. I will make of you a great na�on, and I will bless 
you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3) 

 
It is an amazing promise from God . . . . go where I tell you and you will be blessed. 
Yet, it is not a command. God isn’t commanding Abram . . . . God is giving Abram an 
op�on . . . . an op�on to trust. 
 
On the surface, this seems like a ‘no-brainer’ . . . . go where God directs and great 
things will happen. Yet, this is not a simple decision to make. 
 
I don’t know about you . . . . but I have only been faced with a similar situa�on once 
or twice in my life. And my ini�al emo�ons and thoughts were not ones of 
excitement but more concern and worry about not having a support system and 
being alone in a strange place. 
 
Abram is 75 years old. Abram is being asked to leave everything he knows – to leave 
everything that is familiar to him – to leave the comfort of family and home. 
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So, Abram is asked to trust. It must have been a difficult decision. Yet, he didn’t need 
to go alone – Abram was able to journey with his wife and nephew and his 
possessions.  
 
Uproo�ng to find a new life is a very challenging thing to do. Yet, it seems that if 
God wants us to do something this radical – we will not be asked to do it alone. 
 
This is why Abram built altars along the path he took – for he trusted that God was 
walking alongside. That God was leading the way into the new place – that plan�ng 
new roots would require God to ensure that they grew healthy and strong. 
 
And trust Abram did. His trust results in him receiving a new name – in him 
becoming Abraham – and in him becoming a father . . . . the first at the age of 86 
and the second at the age of 100. 
 
The story of Abram shows us why God never demands compliance – for a�er the 
ini�al act of trust . . . . it took another 25 years for God’s plan to be fully revealed. 
For God’s �meframe is rarely our �meframe. God plays the long game – instant 
gra�fica�on is not how God operates. 
 
The story of Abram is also important to keep in mind when we reflect on many of 
the stories of Jesus. For the God at work with Abram is the same God at work with 
those Jesus encountered centuries later. 
 
In today’s passage from Mathew, we seemingly have 3 dis�nct Jesus encounters 
taking place. 
 
The passage begins with Jesus walking down the street encountering a complete 
stranger seemingly by chance. The person’s name is Mathew – who happens to be 
a tax collector . . . . a person Jewish society would have considered a traitor, a 
collaborator, a sinner – someone who was religiously ‘unclean’. 
 
Jesus would have been aware of Mathew’s reality . . . . yet, Jesus makes him an 
offer that would change his life. Two simple words . . . . “Follow me”! 
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Now Mathew would have known that Jesus was a rabbi – a teacher. And in Jesus’ 
offer, Mathew would have known that Jesus was asking him to become one of his 
students or followers and to move around with him. 
 
And just like Abram – Mathew must have weighted the benefits and costs of 
responding to Jesus . . . . then in an amazing understatement we are told that 
Mathew got up and followed Jesus – sealing the deal by having Jesus over for 
supper. 
 
In Jewish culture – table fellowship . . . . sharing a meal . . . . was a tangible sign of 
kinship. It was a tangible sign of connec�on. One not lost on the Pharisees – who 
believed that being in contact with someone who was unclean made you unclean 
and unable to connect with God. 
 
At this meal Jesus makes an astounding declara�on: 
 

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 
Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have 
come to call not the righteous but sinners.” (Matthew 9:12) 

 
Telling the Pharisees at the time and us today . . . . that God is often found in places 
where we might not expect it. And declaring that God is all about mercy – all about 
grace – all about inclusion and connection. 
 
And then as if to make the point even more obvious, Jesus has encounters with 
people from opposite sides of society. First, we have a religious leader who should 
have stayed clear of the house – approaches Jesus . . . . interrupts Jesus . . . . pleas 
with Jesus – to come and give life back to his daughter. 
 
Imagine the scene – there is a gathering in a house; there is contentious debate 
occurring. The religious leader doesn’t care – his only concern is for his daughter. 
Social convention doesn’t matter – for love is bigger than being in good standing 
with his peers. 
 
Love. I believe it is this man’s love for his daughter that moves Jesus to travel to his 
house. And it is love – God’s love – that brings the child back to life.  The man risked 
his reputation, risked his standing in society – because he believed Jesus could do 
the impossible. 
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Similarly, the woman who society saw as ‘unclean’ . . . . who society saw as an 
outcast – took the risk of being out in public . . . . took the risk of daring to touch 
Jesus . . . . because she believed Jesus could do the impossible and bring healing 
into her life. 
 
In both these situations, people approached Jesus. They took the initiative – 
trusting that they would not be dismissed nor ignored. 
 
You see, sometimes moving with God means that we listen to God’s call – to God’s 
opportunity being presented to us. It might mean moving in a new direction – it 
might mean engaging with people unfamiliar to us – it might mean just paying more 
attention to what is happening around us. 
 
And sometimes moving with God means that we take a step of faith – that we trust 
that God will be with us – that we trust God is for us – that we trust with God we 
are never alone. This might mean risking our reputation to ensure that God’s mercy 
is experienced. It might mean going where we are uncomfortable to assist in 
revealing God’s presence. 
 
May we be people who desire to move with God – willing to enter the flow of God’s 
love being poured out in our world.  
 
May we be people who long to be connected and collaborate with a God who 
desires the healing of all creation. 
 
And may we be people who live boldly enough to make a difference – trusting that 
God . . . . that Love . . . . will change everything including us. 
 
May it be so. AMEN.  
 
 
 
 
 
    


